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 Brushstrokes! 
Weekly activities in the 
church building:   
(always subject to change due to  
 holidays & other happenings) 
   
Tuesdays 
  Classical Conversations homeschool  
  group; 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 
 
Wednesdays at 6 pm 
  Spanish Bible Study led by Ron,    
  Shirley & Becky Payne  
 
Thursday pm—worship rehearsal     

 

  December: 
 
 2 JOY Bunch trip to Christmas in 
 the Chapel — leave at 6:30 am 
 

 3 Children’s Christmas  
 Program at 6:00 p.m. 
 (See Ashley’s details on page 3) 
 

 4  J.O.Y. Bunch monthly meeting 
 Special CATERED meal this 
 month!            11:30 am 
 

 10 Christmas Parties for  
 Jr. High and High School 
  

 17 Country Christmas on the Farm 
 at Penny Arnold’s farm on Bob-
 white Rd. (weather permitting)  
 

 Dec. 18, 19 & 21, 22  
 Meals–On–Wheels days 
 sign up at Connection Corner 
 (2 volunteers needed per day) 
 See K & S Woods for more info. 
 

 20  Elder’s meeting            6:30 pm 
 

 24  Christmas Eve Sunday 
 Service Times will remain the 
 same.  See details above 
 

 29 Women’s Ministry Christmas 
 Social  6:00 pm  
 

 31 Flora Healthcare Outreach 
 See Teresa Lewis for details  
 
  
 

 
 

 

 

Red Brush Church Family, 
  We want to encourage you to keep praying and fasting for our church as we seek God’s 
will. If you haven’t yet signed up to participate in this time of prayer and fasting, please do so as 
soon as possible (see the calendar in the foyer). 
  In 2018, we will be facing some very big steps that will help to shape the future of our 
church. One of those steps will be the process of selecting a new student minister for our Jr. 
High and High School ministry. Another critical step, that will probably take a little longer, will be 
the process of selecting our new Lead/Preaching minister. We are confident that God will lead 
us to the right individuals to fill these two very important positions for our church. Please join us 
in continuing to pray for God’s guidance and direction in these decisions. 
  In the meantime, Brian Hamilton is serving as our interim preaching minster. Hopefully, you 
have had the opportunity to meet him & his wife Melinda. (You can read more about the Hamiltons 
on page 2.)  They will be serving with us as we search for our new Lead/Preaching minister. 
 Also, Gary Barbee, our Discipleship/Admin Minister, is serving as our interim student 
minster. He will work with the Jr. High and High School ministry until we hire a new student 
minister. Gary will work alongside the adult volunteers to make sure our student ministry 
remains a strong ministry of our church. Please direct any student ministry questions to him. 
gbarbee@redbrushcc.org 
 If your student is not currently involved in our student ministry programs, January will be a 
great time for them to get re-connected.  Refer to the Student Ministry section on page 3 for a 
schedule of upcoming events.                                                                             

                                                                           Trusting in His Provision 
 

Grief Support Group starting  
up again in January 

Tuesdays  6:30 – 8:00 pm 
January 30th – April 24th, 2018 
Meets weekly at the church. 

 

665-3050 (Becky’s confidential line) 
bpayne@redbrushcc.org 

Women’s Ministry Game Night—Friday, December 29th at 6:00 p.m. 
Hey Ladies!  We are having another Christmas Social event as we wrap up 2017.  We will be having a game night and will be  
handing out secret sister information for anyone who wants to be a part of this next year.  We are asking for you to  
bring any leftover Christmas goodies to share and any board games that you might want to play.  We will be having  
some games that we will do as a group and then we will split off into tables for those that want to stick around and  
play games.  Hot chocolate, Apple Cider, Hot Teas, and Popcorn 
  

Be looking for a sign-up sheet at the church in the coming weeks.  If you need childcare and/or you want to be a part  
of the secret sister ministry for 2018, please let us know by indicating it on the sign-up sheets. We hope to see you there! 

What is a Grief Support Group?  It is a weekly 
support group for anyone who is struggling with 

the loss of someone they love due to death.   
This is designed to help you rebuild your life.  

The group will help you to be able to learn about 
grief, how to deal with the waves of emotions that 
come with grief and how to be a support system  

to others going through similar losses.  

Join us for worship on Christmas Eve as we celebrate the birth of our  
Savior.  Service times will remain the same at 7:30, 8:45 & 11:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday School will meet at regular times, but some kids classes will be combined.     
  Kid Zone & Lil’ Praizers will not meet.  Activity bags will be provided for your little  
   ones as you go into the     Worship Center to worship together as a family. 
 

            We look forward to celebrating our Savior!We look forward to celebrating our Savior! 
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Meet Brian & Melinda! 
 

Stewardship: 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, Nov. 5th 

7:30 am                           52 
8:45 am               241 
11:00 am             121 
Total     414 
Offering     $11,979.47 
 
 
 

Sunday, Nov. 12th 

7:30 am                           57 
8:45 am               236 
11:00 am             129 
Total     422 
Offering      $13,060.29 
 
 
 

Sunday, Nov. 19th 

7:30 am                           36 
8:45 am               249 
11:00 am             125 
Total     410 
Offering      $10,102.41 
 
 
 

Sunday, Nov. 26th 

7:30 am                           49 
8:45 am               270 
11:00 am             120 
Total     439 
Offering          $9,973.41 
 
 
 
 
 

Journey to Illinois 
Hi, we are Brian and Melinda Hamilton. In November of 2016 we visited our 
daughter Erica, her husband Neill, and our three grandchildren: Lewis, Norah, and 
Benjamin. Benjamin was a just a tiny newborn at that time. It was during this 
visit to Illinois where they resided that we were stricken with the reality that we 
have 3 wonderful grandkids and we were only seeing them twice a year.  They 
are ages 5, 3 & 1 now & we are thoroughly enjoying our extra time with them.  

Melinda and I have been in ministry since 1987. I served as a part-time Student 
Ministry Leader and discovered that full-time ministry was where God seemed to 
be leading us. I was blessed with receiving a scholarship from Bluefield College of 
Evangelism since we were a family with 2 small children, Erica and Shane. 

Off to West Virginia we went to be equipped to work 
in the Kingdom. We graduated 5 years later and got 
hired to plant a Christian Church in Slidell, LA under 
the auspices of LEA (Louisiana Evangelizing 
Association). We went with God’s blessing and real 
excitement. While in Louisiana, we learned the 
challenges and rewards of church planting and I  
was blessed with becoming the Director of the LEA.   
We were able to help launch three new churches in 
the  five years we lived there: Mandeville Christian 
Church, Journey Christian Church of New Orleans 
and the Christian Church of Slidell.  We also served 
22 other Christian Churches helping them to develop 
strategies to grow, reproduce and become healthy. 

In January of 2001 we moved to Johnson City, TN for graduate studies at 
Emmanuel School of Religion. Shortly after enrolling we were called to help a 
struggling church plant in our home state of MD with a core of 65 people. That 
was fifteen years ago. God blessed the work of our hands along with many, many 
families and in November of 2016 we sensed there was a new season on the 
horizon. A new season that would include three grandkids, a move to Illinois and 
a new future. After much prayer, deliberation and fasting, we realized God was 
honoring our request with the wholehearted approval of the Elders, staff and 
families for our transition out of Ministry and into a more family-focused, 
grandparent lifestyle.  

So, we landed in the town of Taylorville, 13 minutes away from our daughter! 
After being here only a few months—I met David Upchurch, from Lincoln 
Christian University and was expressing my desire to serve in the Kingdom here, 
and the rest is history! Obviously he told me about Red Brush Christian Church 
and Melinda and I absolutely look forward to serving with you as we wait for GOD 
to provide His plans for your new future. We also look forward to meeting all of 
you and cherish the new relationships He is blessing us with. 
 

Yours in Christ,  

Brian and Melinda 

 

Welcome to the Family! 
 

We added another precious 
soul to the Red Brush Family 

last month!  Meila Robey,  
the daughter of Jordan & 

Kimberly Robey went  
forward on November 19th.  
Meila gave her confession to 

our Children’s Minister,  
Ashley, and then she was 

baptized by her dad, Jordan.   
Congratulations, Meila, and 

welcome to the family! 



 

 

 
Here are some upcoming Student Ministry Events: 
  

December 10 – Jr. High Christmas Party – details coming soon 
December 10 – High School Christmas Party – details coming soon 
December 17, 24, 31 – No Youth Group 
  

January 7 – Jr. High & High School groups resume meeting 
January 7 – Jr. High registration for Believe is due – $30.00 
March 2-3 – Jr. High Believe Conference – Springfield, IL 
 

More to come in 2018! 
 

Children’s Ministry 

Jr. High & High School Ministry                       
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All children’s classes 
meet during the  

8:45 & 11:00 a.m. 
services.  

Nursery — Room 203     
2’s & 3’s — Room 201     
4’s - K — Room 205 
1st – 5th — Room 301 

 

Join us December 3rd at 6:00 pm for our  
Children’s Christmas Program! 

Dress rehearsal for K-5th grade is at 4:00 pm 
2’s-5’s will meet in Room 201 at 5:50 pm  

 

EXCITING NEWS!! 
WIRED will return January 17th  

and we will be inviting  
Kindergarteners to join us! 

We have had a BABY BOOM here at RBCC and we would like 
to celebrate all these new lives by having a Baby Dedication.  

The dedications will be during 2nd and 3rd services on  
Sunday, January 14th. Please feel free to invite your family 

and friends to join us that morning. If your family would like  
to participate, please sign up at Connection Corner or call the 
church office.  See our Children’s Minister, Ashley for details.  



Red Brush Christian Church 

16707 Hwy. 45 

Louisville, IL  62858 
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Discipleship/Admin. Minister 
 Gary Barbee 
 
Interim Minister 
 Brian Hamilton 
 
Children’s Minister 
    Ashley Czyzewski 
 
Worship Minister 
   Jonathan Goodman 
 

Becky Payne        
 Pastoral Minister and
 Counselor    665-3050 
 
Secretaries:   
Courtney Davis & Katie Barbee 
 

665-3280 
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Sunday Morning Worship: 
7:30 a.m.  traditional 
     (no kids classes) 
8:45 a.m.   contemporary 
       (nursery & classes) 

11:00 a.m.  contemporary 
        (nursery & classes)  

Sunday School: 
8:45 a.m.  (adults only) 

10:15 a.m.  (all ages) 

  

 I hope you all had an enjoyable Thanksgiving.  It is always the highlight of the year for my extended family.  It’s 
the one time that we gather for something other than a funeral.  We eat together (everyone bringing something to 
add to the meal), laugh, visit, laugh, play games, laugh, share some of the happenings of the past year, laugh, and of 
course, give thanks.  We have so very much for which to give thanks, and we do.   
 I normally read Psalm 100 before we have the prayer before the meal.  I almost always get choked up on the last 
part that reads “His faithfulness continues through all generations” as I glance around the table and see my children, 
grandchildren, sister, brother-in-law, niece, nephew, cousins and their kids.  I also see in my heart the rest of the 
family who could not make it this year.  And I always have flashbacks when I see my parents sitting around the 
Thanksgiving table in years gone by, along with aunts and uncles and cousins, and of course Grandma and 
Granddad (and remember some of their stories of their Thanksgivings when they were young).  Sometimes I’d really 
like to turn the clock back for just this one day to be with those wonderful people just one more time. 
 But as I look around the table, as I think about those not present this year, and as I let my memory run wild of 
Thanksgivings past, boy do I feel rich… blessed… so very, very fortunate…  joy-filled… thankful… and I can 
testify that “His faithfulness continues through all generations.” 
 Thanksgiving is a holiday to look back, count our blessings, and give thanks.  Now we are looking ahead.  We 
soon will commemorate the day and time when God sent His one and only Son to come to this earth to save us from 
our sins and the punishments that are due.  It is another wonderful “family” day.  And it is to be a day of giving and 
sharing and even sacrificing because of the love that we have in our hearts for others.  And this will be motivated as 
we remember how our Lord gave, shared, and sacrificed for us, and all because of His tremendous love for mankind. 

You have given thanks, now make specific plans to be a blessing to someone outside of your own family and 
friendship circle this Christmas season.  Make something special happen that someone will never, ever forget.  Show 
that “God’s faithfulness continues through all generations.” 
 
 

Still In His Service,    
Ron Payne 

 


